in.]                          THE NEW  DEPARTURE.                         127

known that the cost and annoyance involved in these
appeals are so great, that in a vast number of cases
people submit to an unjust assessment rather than
travel many miles and then incur the outlay and the
worry of appearing in court to protest. The indefen-
sible exemption of the official and professional classes
from contributing to the licence tax converts it into
an income tax in its most obnoxious form; and not
only is this the case, but the present licence tax is
levied with far more rigour than was the income tax
when imposed in India a few years since. Although
that tax was of the same nominal amount, it appears
that the licence tax, in spite of its exemptions,
enforces a much larger contribution from the mass
of tlie people. Thus in the district of Mymensing
the licence tax has been assessed at 158,373 rupees,
whereas the income tax only produced 39,295 rupees.
In Tangail 52,412 rupees are to be obtained from the
licence tax, while only 10,752 rupees were produced
by the income tax. When it is borne in mind that
the official and professional classes, who are exempted
from the licence tax, were assessed to the income tax,
and that the net yield of the former tax is estimated
to be considerably greater than that of the latter, it
seems to be conclusively proved that the licence tax
falls with extreme severity upon numerous classes of
the very poor who were not reached by the income